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it was initially purchased before March 
6, 1996; 

(v) For equipment that recovers but 
does not recycle any single, specific re-
frigerant other than CFC-12 or HFC- 
134a, it was initially purchased before 
March 6, 1996; and 

(vi) For equipment that recovers and 
recycles HFC-134a and CFC-12 refrig-
erant using common circuitry, it was 
initially purchased before March 6, 
1996. 

(2) Equipment manufacturers or own-
ers may request a determination by the 
Administrator by submitting an appli-
cation and supporting documents that 
indicate that the equipment is substan-
tially identical to approved equipment 
to: MVACs Recycling Program Man-
ager, Stratospheric Protection Division 
(6205J), U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW., 
Washington, DC 20460, Attn: Substan-
tially Identical Equipment Review. 
Supporting documents must include 
process flow sheets, lists of components 
and any other information that would 
indicate that the equipment is capable 
of processing the refrigerant to the 
standards in appendix A, B, C, D, E or 
F of this subpart, as applicable. Au-
thorized representatives of the Admin-
istrator may inspect equipment for 
which approval is being sought and re-
quest samples of refrigerant that has 
been extracted and/or recycled using 
the equipment. Equipment that fails to 
meet appropriate standards will not be 
considered approved. 

(3) Refrigerant recycling equipment 
that recovers or recovers and recycles 
CFC-12 refrigerant and has not been 
certified under paragraph (a) or ap-
proved under paragraphs(b)(1) and (b)(2) 
of this section shall be considered ap-
proved for use with an MVAC-like ap-
pliance if it was manufactured or im-
ported before November 15, 1993, and is 
capable of reducing the system pres-
sure to 102 mm of mercury vacuum 
under the conditions set forth in ap-
pendix A of this subpart. 

(c) The Administrator will maintain 
a list of approved equipment by manu-
facturer and model. Persons interested 
in obtaining a copy of the list should 

send written inquiries to the address in 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

[57 FR 31261, July 14, 1992, as amended at 60 
FR 21687, May 2, 1995; 62 FR 68047, Dec. 30, 
1997; 72 FR 63494, Nov. 9, 2007; 73 FR 34647, 
June 18, 2008] 

§ 82.38 Approved independent stand-
ards testing organizations. 

(a) Any independent standards test-
ing organization may apply for ap-
proval by the Administrator to certify 
equipment as meeting the standards in 
appendix A, B, C, D, E, or F of this sub-
part, as applicable. The application 
shall be sent to: MVACs Recycling Pro-
gram Manager, Stratospheric Protec-
tion Division (6205J), U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, 1200 Penn-
sylvania Ave., NW., Washington, DC 
20460. 

(b) Applications for approval must 
document the following: 

(1) That the organization has the ca-
pacity to accurately test whether re-
frigerant recycling equipment complies 
with the applicable standards. In par-
ticular, applications must document: 

(i) The equipment present at the or-
ganization that will be used for equip-
ment testing; 

(ii) The expertise in equipment test-
ing and the technical experience of the 
organization’s personnel; 

(iii) Thorough knowledge of the 
standards as they appear in the appli-
cable appendices of this subpart; and 

(iv) The test procedures to be used to 
test equipment for compliance with ap-
plicable standards, and why such test 
procedures are appropriate for that 
purpose. 

(2) That the organization has no con-
flict of interest and will receive no fi-
nancial benefit based on the outcome 
of certification testing; and 

(3) That the organization agrees to 
allow the Administrator access to 
verify the information contained in the 
application. 

(c) If approval is denied under this 
section, the Administrator shall give 
written notice to the organization set-
ting forth the basis for his or her deter-
mination. 

(d) If at any time an approved inde-
pendent standards testing organization 
is found to be conducting certification 
tests for the purposes of this subpart in 
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a manner not consistent with the rep-
resentations made in its application for 
approval under this section, the Ad-
ministrator reserves the right to re-
voke approval. 

[57 FR 31261, July 14, 1992, as amended at 60 
FR 21687, May 2, 1995; 62 FR 68048, Dec. 30, 
1997] 

§ 82.40 Technician training and certifi-
cation. 

(a) Any technician training and cer-
tification program may apply for ap-
proval, in accordance with the provi-
sions of this paragraph, by submitting 
to the Administrator at the address in 
§ 82.38(a) verification that the program 
meets all of the following standards: 

(1) Training. Each program must pro-
vide adequate training, through one or 
more of the following means: on-the- 
job training, training through self- 
study of instructional material, or on- 
site training involving instructors, vid-
eos or a hands-on demonstration. 

(2) Test subject material. The certifi-
cation tests must adequately and suffi-
ciently cover the following: 

(i) The standards established for the 
service and repair of MVACs and 
MVAC-like appliances as set forth in 
appendices A, B, C, D, E, and F of this 
subpart. These standards relate to the 
recommended service procedures for 
the containment of refrigerant, extrac-
tion equipment, extraction and recycle 
equipment, and the standard of purity 
for refrigerant in motor vehicle air 
conditioners. 

(ii) Anticipated future technological 
developments, such as the introduction 
of HFC-134a in new motor vehicle air 
conditioners. 

(iii) The environmental consequences 
of refrigerant release and the adverse 
effects of stratospheric ozone layer de-
pletion. 

(iv) As of August 13, 1992, the require-
ments imposed by the Administrator 
under section 609 of the Act. 

(3) Test administration. Completed 
tests must be graded by an entity or 
individual who receives no benefit 
based on the outcome of testing; a fee 
may be charged for grading. Sufficient 
measures must be taken at the test 
site to ensure that tests are completed 
honestly by each technician. Each test 
must provide a means of verifying the 

identification of the individual taking 
the test. Programs are encouraged to 
make provisions for non-English speak-
ing technicians by providing tests in 
other languages or allowing the use of 
a translator when taking the test. If a 
translator is used, the certificate re-
ceived must indicate that translator 
assistance was required. 

(4) Proof of certification. Each certifi-
cation program must offer individual 
proof of certification, such as a certifi-
cate, wallet-sized card, or display card, 
upon successful completion of the test. 
Each certification program must pro-
vide a unique number for each certified 
technician. 

(b) In deciding whether to approve an 
application, the Administrator will 
consider the extent to which the appli-
cant has documented that its program 
meets the standards set forth in this 
section. The Administrator reserves 
the right to consider other factors 
deemed relevant to ensure the effec-
tiveness of certification programs. The 
Administrator may approve a program 
which meets all of the standards in 
paragraph (a) of this section except 
test administration if the program, 
when viewed as a whole, is at least as 
effective as a program that does meet 
all the standards. Such approval shall 
be limited to training and certification 
conducted before August 13, 1992. If ap-
proval is denied under this section, the 
Administrator shall give written notice 
to the program setting forth the basis 
for his determination. 

(c) Technical revisions. Directors of 
approved certification programs must 
conduct periodic reviews of test subject 
material and update the material based 
upon the latest technological develop-
ments in motor vehicle air conditioner 
service and repair. A written summary 
of the review and any changes made 
must be submitted to the Adminis-
trator every two years. 

(d) Recertification. The Administrator 
reserves the right to specify the need 
for technician recertification at some 
future date, if necessary. 

(e) If at any time an approved pro-
gram is conducted in a manner not 
consistent with the representations 
made in the application for approval of 
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